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ACADEMIC PROFILE

Born 1947 in Jinan, Shandong. Originator of the concepts "Fanbenzi" (% & %) and "Five-Form
Chinese Character System" (FL&V 744 R). A lifelong self-taught researcher with over fifty years



of sustained inquiry into Chinese character systems, comparative orthography, and writing
system policy.

CORE CONCEPTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

- Fanbenzi (% 4 F): First proposed the formal definition Fanbenzi = Traditional Characters U
Inherited Characters, resolving the logical paradox that "Traditional Chinese" as a collective term
fails to cover the vast majority of inherited characters (which constitute 94.6% of the Kangxi
Dictionary and 69% of China's General Standard Character Table).

- Five-Form Chinese Character System ( . f& ¥ “# {& & ): Established a two-dimensional
classification framework (script sovereignty + character origin) encompassing five coexisting
systems: Chinese Normative Characters, Chinese Fanbenzi, Taiwan Standard Characters, Japanese
Kanji, and Korean Hanja.

- Tree-River Metaphor: Articulated the common origin and divergent evolution of the five systems
through the organic imagery of "tree branching, rivers diverging."

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY & EMPIRICAL WORK

- Comparative Character Tables: Recompiled and calligraphically transcribed (in both pen and
brush, at 1cm and 3cm scales) the CIK Five-Form 808 Character Table, with three critical
corrections to the original 2014 CJK Joint Common 808 Table: expansion from four to five forms,
inclusion of 45 omitted simplified-traditional mapping pairs, and reorganization by Pinyin
alphabetical order.

- Mapping Table: Compiled the One-to-Many 155 Groups Fanbenzi Mapping Table, integrating
China's 96-group seed set, regional variants from GB/T 12345-90, Taiwan's Standard Character
Table, Hong Kong's Common Character Table, and disambiguation based on the Hanyu Da Zidian
and Kangxi Dictionary.

- Corpus Validation: Conducted a 97-million-character simplified Chinese corpus experiment
demonstrating that using Fanbenzi as the target layer reduces character-level conversion error
rate from 18ppm to 3ppm (84% reduction). Ablation experiments confirm the Fanbenzi layer is
the primary source of error reduction.

PUBLICATIONS & PREPRINTS

- Lin, L. (2026). The Four Meanings and Three Justifications of "Fanbenzi": A Study on the Life
Genealogy of the Five-Form Chinese Character System (Preprint under review).

- Lin, L. (2024). Fanbenzi Fafan (On Fanbenzi) — a series of ten articles published on Chinese
online platforms (Bilibili, Xiaohongshu, Zhihu).

- Policy Recommendation to the National Language Commission of China (submitted 2026,
currently non-public).

OPEN RESEARCH MATERIALS (OSF)

All materials publicly available under CC-BY 4.0:



- Preprint (under review)

- CJK Five-Form 808 Character Table

- One-to-Many 155 Groups Fanbenzi Mapping Table
- 97-million-character conversion experiment report

OSF Project: https://osf.io/hk9e7/

CULTURAL PRACTICE

Authored and calligraphically rendered (in graphite-conductive ink on 25m x 1.1m archival paper)
a 10,000-character poetic drama Ten Questions on the Spring Emblem — Two Tables in Dialogue,

as a cultural-artistic extension of Fanbenzi theory.

LIFELONG ACADEMIC PURSUIT

Decades of self-directed research, combining systematic textual analysis with hands-on
calligraphic practice (mastery of brush, fountain pen, and chalk — the "three writing
instruments"). Maintains an enduring commitment to the scientific refinement of Chinese

character terminology and the preservation of the Chinese script heritage.
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